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s Last summer Holy Family Catholic Church 
conducted a feasibility study to assess the 

long-term needs of our parish. The parish-wide 
survey revealed overwhelming support for a 

fundraising effort, but also raised a number of 
appropriate questions and concerns regarding 

the projects we are considering. In an effort to 
address these concerns and answer some of the 

more common questions surrounding a capital 
campaign, we have put together a series of 

frequently asked questions.

This week’s issue focuses on some of the 
most frequently asked questions about a 

capital campaign.

We hope the answers given will provide clarity 
as we prepare to launch a capital campaign. 

Your understanding and support is critical to 
the future support of our campaign. Issue 3

Who will be asked to support the campaign?
Every registered parish and school family will be asked to 
consider a gift to the campaign.

When will I/we be asked for a pledge to the campaign?
We would like every family from Holy Family to make a 
pledge to the Strengthening Our Foundation Capital Campaign. 
Over the past few weeks we have been working diligently to 
make sure we were prepared for the campaign. In the coming 
days and weeks every family will receive either a call from a 
volunteer or a direct mail appeal asking for a donation to the 
Holy Family campaign. 

Why do you emphasize making a pledge over 
3 years?
Multi year pledges allow donors to consider giving more 
than is possible through one-time gifts.  This is important in a 
campaign of this magnitude.

How were pledge amounts determined for each family?
Please understand we are not trying to embarrass anyone 
with our gift request.  We are asking you to consider placing 
Holy Family at the top of your giving list and to think about 
the parish like you never have before. Our request amounts 
are based upon a number of factors including giving histories 
and planning study responses. Also, please remember the 
campaign gift we are asking you to consider is in addition to 
your normal Sunday giving.

What is the Advancement Foundation and why are 
they collecting the money?
The Advancement Foundation is a separate entity established 
by the Diocese of Fort Worth to support the fundraising 
efforts of the diocese and its parishes and schools.  The 
Advancement Foundation will accept your gifts in a fund 
designated specifically for the Strengthening Our Foundation 
Capital Campaign.

To what extent is a campaign commitment tax 
deductible?
Gifts to the campaign are tax deductible to the fullest extent 
of the law.  The application of such laws varies with individual 
circumstances. Donors with specific questions regarding 
tax deductibility should contact their attorney or financial 
advisor.

How will the campaign funds affect parish offertory?
In the short-term, offertory giving is expected to remain at 
its current level, with only modest growth likely.  Through 
the effort, volunteers will ask parishioners to make pledges 
above and beyond regular giving. Parishioners are not asked 
to diminish giving to the parish but rather, to consider a 
commitment above their normal Sunday giving. In the long-
term, similar campaigns have actually caused increases in 
parish offertory by raising the sights of parishioners and their 
commitment to the church.

How will I/we be recognized for our commitment?
Donor recognition is a significant feature of every capital 
campaign and we have several ideas in mind.  You will of 
course receive acknowledgement from Fr. Jeff in the form 
of a letter. During the official fundraising period, we will 
highlight those who gave by listing each name in the bulletin. 
Finally a permanent display will be designed and placed in 
a high traffic area, perhaps the new connecting link. Please 
note anyone who wishes to give but remain anonymous must 
contact the parish office. 

Is my pledge legally binding? Will it be confidential?
No, a pledge is a gift, one you consider to be meaningful 
to you.  All we ask is that you do your best to fulfill your 
pledge and advise us of any financial changes that may impact 
your commitment.  All pledges will be kept as confidential 
as possible. Only the people responsible for maintaining the 
records will have access to your pledge.
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